
Notification Regarding Alteration of Weekend Mass Schedule for 
Saint Katharine Drexel Parish 

 
On May 26, 2020, Father Don Chortos, Senior Parochial Vicar at Saint Katharine Drexel Parish, as a 

result of advanced age and multiple underlying health concerns, and following consultation with his physicians 
and prayerful discernment, wrote a letter to Bishop Zubik seeking permission to retire from active priestly 
ministry. At his request, Father Don will not celebrate any Masses nor any sacraments publicly. 

 The reality this decision means that ONE priest is now expected to serve the parish by celebrating 
regularly scheduled weekday and weekend Masses, in addition to the Sacraments of Penance, Baptism, 
Wedding Masses and Funeral Masses, along with emergency calls to homes of parishioners for the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick, as well as emergency calls for this Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick at 
Washington Hospital, Uniontown Hospital, Mon Valley Hospital and multiple health care facilities, along with all 
the administrative and additional pastoral responsibilities, Father Ed is doing his best to serve these needs, but 
also it is recognized that four weekend Masses are NOT filling our churches as was originally expected. This is 
an unreasonable schedule of ministry expectation on the weekend, especially with the 5.1 mile distance 
between our church buildings, travel time to fulfill all these responsibilities and so much more. 

This past week on Monday, Jun 1, 2020, the Pastoral Council met to consider Mass Attendance data 
collected to date. The council members reviewed closely the number of recorded participants from each 
weekend Mass from March 2019 through March 2020, engaged in conversation discussing feedback and 
suggestions of parishioners, and also reviewed the Guidelines from the Diocese of Pittsburgh for the 
Scheduling of Eucharistic Liturgies. These guidelines that attendance at weekend Masses is to exceed at least 
50% of the church seating capacity. Additionally, it is Diocesan Policy that a parish may schedule only ONE 
Saturday Vigil Mass. [Saint Katharine Drexel Parish was given permission by the Regional Vicar to celebrate 
two Saturday Vigil Masses as it had two full time priests at the time]. It is clear that from the data that reviewed 
that the current 6:00 PM Saturday Mass at the Richeyville Mission Church consistently, over the past year 
(March 2019 through March 2020), is far less attended than all the other Masses. On every occasion 
attendance at the 6:00 PM Mass is always less than 50% of the total seating capacity of the church building.     

All Pastoral Council members expressed that there are three other weekend Masses from which to 
choose and participate, and currently none of them are at full seating capacity. Reducing the weekend Mass 
schedule to three Masses will allow fuller churches to assist in the goal of fostering good liturgy and build up 
the spirit and sense of community among the parish. 

With all these considerations in mind and through gathering of data, careful review and prayerful 
discernment of what is reasonable and feasible, the Pastoral Council members recommend that the weekend 
Mass schedule be altered according to the following new schedule: 
 

Saturday, 4:00 PM Mass at the Bentleyville Main Church 
+ 

Sunday, 9:00 AM Mass at the Richeyville Mission Church 
+ 

Sunday, 11:00 AM Mass at the Bentleyville Main Church 
 

Father Ed has accepted this recommendation, and will be writing the Regional Vicar for permission to 
begin this new weekend Mass schedule on the weekend of July 4/5, 2020. The efforts in combining the 
weekend Mass schedule should aid in the attempt to continually strengthen and provide good and uplifting 
celebrations of weekend Masses with more people. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of the collaborative efforts to realistically envision 
ministry with one priest now serving our parish. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please write Father Ed: 
 

Reverend Edward L. Yuhas 
Pastor 

Saint Katharine Drexel Parish 
126 Church Street 

Bentleyville, PA 15314 
 

or email: fatheredyuhas@gmail.com 


